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BIRTHDAY OF MISSION

< Pentecost Sunday >
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By Fr. Joseph Veneroso, M.M.

Happy birthday to the Church! And happy birthday to mission! Pentecost traditionally is considered the
birthday of the Church when, 50 days after Passover, the disciples and the Virgin Mary gathered in the Upper
Room, the same place Jesus instituted the Eucharist at the Last Supper. Originally, Jews celebrated Pentecost
(the name mean fifty) to thank God for the first fruits of the wheat harvest. Later it commemorated the giving
of the Law to Moses on Mt. Sinai. Both of these events are contained in what happened to the disciples on that

day. They had gone through the terrible crucifix-

ion and death of Jesus. They struggled to believe
and understand the stories of people who claimed

to have encountered the Risen Christ. They é’(\@(&

themselves saw him and received instruction

from him. But when he left them a second time oxd  AEY

at his Ascension, they lacked one thing: the cour- | = °cor

age given by the Holy Spirit to go out and pro- 7hdsto] o}y A

claim the good news to everyone. AYEe 9z
Having received the Holy Spirit as a mighty ddud FAL

wind and tongues of fire, the disciples go out into

the world to give witness to Jesus. Thus, the first Fdad BEY
response to receiving the Holy Spirit is to leave ZUT e 9oy
the Upper Room, and go out to all nations to neo -

share the good news. This, despite risking their HEELS HoF1
lives to declare “Jesus is Lord!” In response, onle Tz
many people converted to the gospel and came gtk EolFa
together with other believers to worship and AEdE A1
praiseJesus. And here’s the good news for us: dgze A8a

That same Holy Spirit that was poured forth up-
on the apostles 2,000 years ago has been given to
us. It is wonderful to come together to praise
God, but the Holy Spirit’s power is only fully
realized when we go forth beyond our comfort
zone to other people of different races and vari-
ous economic and social classes to create a new
Chosen People. The Church doesn’t have a mis-
sion; the mission has a church.
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