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Announcements

February 23, 2024

4th Sunday in February

Announcements

Special Collection
Mar. 10th (Sun) Catholic Relief Service

First Friday of the Month

Date : Mar. 1st (Fri)

Time : 8 p.m. Mass

The stations of the cross will start at church at 7:30
p.m. There is Eucharistic Adoration and Benedic-
tion.

Lectures for Lent
Date : Until Mar. 22nd(Fri) (Every Friday) 8 p.m. mass

Lent Retreat
Date : Mar. 10th (Sun)
Lecturer : Fr. Jae-Myung Patricio Jang (Location : Church)

Pray The Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Join us every Sunday during this Lenten season with Cot-
nerstone as we pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy in the chil-
dren's room, located upstairs in the chapel. Everyone is in-
vited.

Cornerstone Meeting

Date : Mar. 3rd (Sun)

Where : After 9:30 a.m. mass in the basement at the
Education center

Health Fair - Sunday, April 7th

We are offering free health checkups to our parish-
ioners. The blood test will be held on Sunday,
March 24th and will cost $35. Blood test results
will be available on the day of the Health Fair.
Blood Test Date : March 24th (Sun) 9 a.m. -1 p.m.
Blood Test Location : Church Basement

Health Fair Date : April 7th (Sun) 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Health Fair Location : Church Basement

2024 Diocesan Lenten Pilgrimage
Download Your Pilgrimage Passport
Please download the QR Code and
actively participate in the 2024 Di-
ocesan Lenten Pilgrimage. If you
have any questions, please contact
the pastoral information desk in the
church basement.
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Sr. Macrina An, who came to assist with the
pastoral work of the parish, returned to Korea on
Wednesday, February 14th, and her successor, Sr.

Vincencia Jun, arrived on Thursday, February 22nd.
Please pray for both Sisters.

Parents Meeting for First Communion

Date and Time : Feb. 25th (Today) 11:30 a.m.
Location : Education Center (3rd grade Classroom)
Parents must attend the meeting.

Parents Meeting for Confirmation
Date : Mar.. 3rd (Sun)

Time : 11:30 a.m.

Location : Education Center

Parents must attend the meeting.

Retreat for All women

Date : Mar. 8th (Fri) - Mar. 10th (Sun)

Hosted By : Rosary Group

Location : St. Paul’s Abbey (Newton, NJ)
Participation fee : $260

Contact : Angela Kim (917) 880-8142

All women, regardless of age, are invited to participate.

Blood Drive

Date : Mar. 17th (Sun)

Time : 8 a.m. — 2 p.m.

Donating blood is saving a life.

Please read the below before the blood drive.

+ Donors must be feeling healthy and well to donate blood.
¢ Blood ID card or ID card requested.

Catholic Books and Goods Sales
Date :& Time : Feb. 25th (Today) 9 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.
Location : Church basement

Durae Lenten Encounter
Join us for a special Lenten event as we reflect on “Going
Back to the Basics” of our faith with special quest speaker.,
Fr. Leo Song, including Holy Hout, praise, and fellowship.
Everyone of all ages are welcome.
Date : Mar. 16th (Sat)

Time : 2 p.m.—5 p.m.

Location : St. Paul Chong Ha Sang
Email : duraeteam@gmail.com
Instagram : @_durae




{ Weekly Homily February 25, 2024

What Kind of God?

< Second Sunday of Lent >

By Fr. Joseph Veneroso, M.M.

The sacrifice of Isaac is one of the more dramatic and at the same time enigmatic stories in the Bible. It's
well known yet not well understood. God blessed Abraham and Sarah with their only child in their old age. Then
God mysteriously asks Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac on Mount Moriah. Abraham obediently takes Isaac up
the mountain, builds a fire and is about to kill his son when God sends an angel to stop him. A ram is sacrificed
instead. By successfully passing this test, Abraham is acclaimed as the father of our faith. But even as we listen to
this wonderful story, a nagging question arises: what kind of father would willingly sacrifice his child? And what
kind of God would require such a thing? The key to understanding this story lies in knowing the background. The
neighboring Ammonite people worshipped the pagan god Moloch. Moloch was a bloodthirsty god who regularly
required the sacrifice of children to ensure a good harvest, victory in war or protection from enemies or diseases.
What's worse, the Ammonites complied! Parents routinely, if not willingly, allowed their babies to be sacrificed on
the altar of Moloch.

What frightening faith they must have had! To show that Abraham's faith was at least as strong as that of
the Ammonites, God asks Abraham to sacrifice his only son. By raising his knife Abraham showed himself to be
ready to obey God with a faith at least as strong as that of the Ammonites. But by stopping him, God showed he
was more merciful than Moloch. No longer would child sacrifice desecrate the Holy Land. Of course for us Chris-
tians, the story does not end there. The sacrifice of Isaac foreshadows the sacrifice of Jesus. This time it was God
who did not spare his only begotten Son to show us just how much God loves us and believes in us! As we journey
through Lent, instead of concentrating on how much we are giving up for God, let us hold in our hearts gratitude
for how much God did --and continues to do-- for us.

CIrwnver st Frosser—

¢ For Pope Francis: may he be filled with good health as he leads us, we pray to the Lord. © Lotd,

hear our prayer.

¢ For missionaries and caregivers who serve abroad and at home: may they be protected and filled
with the Holy Spirit, we pray to the Lord. ©

¢ For the leaders of industry: that they be conscientious stewards of the earth’s resources, and help
find better ways to protect the environment we have, we pray to the Lord. ©

¢ Tor these experiencing a crisis of faith: may they be inspired by Abraham’s witness of faith in God,
we pray to the Lord. ©

¢ For those who are facing mountains of doubt or anxiety, especially due from life decisions and fi-
nancial insecurity: may they gain knowledge and assurance through Scripture and the Spirit, we pray

to the Lord. ©

¢ For this church community and rhea challenges we face, especially those who feel they lack the gifts
to share time and talent, we pray to the Lord. ©
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Entrance Antiphon

Of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face. It is your face, O Lord,
that | seek; hide not your face from me.

First Reading
Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 (26B)

Second Reading
Romans 8:31b-34

Gospel Acclamation

© Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!
O From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard:
This is my beloved Son, listen to him. ©

Communion Antiphon

This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased; This is my beloved Son.
listen to him. Listen to him.
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 116:10,15, 16-17, 18-19

© |1 will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.

O | believed, even when | said, “I am greatly afflicted.” precious in the eyes of the LORD is the
death of his faithful ones. ©

O O LORD, | am your servant; | am your servant, the son of your handmaid; you have loosed my
bonds. To you will | offer sacrifice of thanksgiving, and | will call upon the name of the LORD. ©

O My vows to the LORD | will pay in the presence of all his people, in the courts of the house of the
LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. ©



