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Announcements

December 4, 2022

1st Sunday in December

Announcements

Special Collection
Dec. 11th (Sun) Religious Retirement Fund
Dec. 25th (Sun) Catholic Charities Brooklyn and Queens

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Date : Dec. 8th (Thu) There will be 7 a.m. & 8 p.m. mass

Parental Education For Infant Baptism
Date & Time : Dec. 10th (Sat) 5 p.m.
Where : Education Center

Infant Baptism
Date & Time : Dec. 11th (Sun) 12:30 p.m.

Advent Confession

Date : Dec. 13th (Tue)

Morning Advent Confession — Time : 10 a.m.
Evening Advent Confession — Time : 7 p.m.—9 p.m.
JHS & HS advent confession starts at 7 p.m.

Christmas Show
Date and Time : Dec. 18th (Sun) 12 p.m.
Location : Church basement

High School Retreat

Grade : 9th—12th Grade

Date : Dec. 16th(Fri) 4 p.m. - Dec. 18th (Sun) 5 p.m.
Location : Seminary of the Immaculate Conception
Address : 440 W Neck Rd., Lloyd Harbor NY 11743
Questions : Juliana Chong (929) 928-1487

Sharing Love (2022 Giving Tree)

Date : until Dec. 31st (Sat)

We accept cash and gift cards.

Please help our fellow church members by providing
the requested gift. There will be a box to put in all do-
nations on the parish council help desk.

Flower offerings for the Altar

(Advent and Christmas season)

To welcome Baby Jesus into our hearts as we wait for
his arrival, we are receiving offerings of Christmas flow-
ers. If you would like to offer flowers for the altar,
please inquire at the church office. (718) 321-7676

The Nativity of the Lord (Midnight Mass)
There is 8 p.m. mass and 7:30 p.m. Christmas Caroling
on Saturday, Dec. 24th.

The Nativity of the Lord (Day Mass)
There is 8 a.m. mass, 9:30 a.m. mass, 11 a.m. mass, and
5 pm mass on Sunday, Dec. 25th.

The End of Year Mass
8 p.m. mass on Saturday, Dec. 31st.

The New Year Mass
There is 8 a.m. mass, 9:30 a.m. mass, 11 a.m. mass, and
5 p.m. mass on Sunday, Jan. 1st, 2023.

English Ministry For Ages 18+ (Cornerstone)
Come join us to share the gospel and serve our parish
When : Every 1st and 3rd Sundays of the Month
Time : After 9:30 Mass unless noted otherwise
Where : Chapel Room in the education center
Hosted by : Cornerstone

* Coffee will be served

St. Paul Medical Mission in 2023

Date : May 26th (Fri), 2023— June 1st (Thu), 2023
Whete : Bolivia San Antonio & Santa Cruz

We are looking for medical practitioners from dif-
ferent fields of medicine to volunteer. Please con-
tact the church office or Fr. Andrew Kim.

If you would like to donate, please also contact the
church office or Fr. Andrew Kim.

2022 Annual Catholic Appeal

We ask for your support in raising money for the parish to
support Catholic immigration setvices, vocational support,
retirement priests, and support for Catholic schools. Please
pay the agreed amount in full during the remaining month.
Any funds that exceed the parish goal will be returned to the
parish and used for parish pastoral care, so all families are en-
couraged to participate. ACA funds are received at the church
office and the Parish Council Info. Desk.

Target amount : $158,324.00

Received amount : $125,079.48

Inquiries: Church Office (718) 321-7676

Organic Kimchi Sale from St. Francisco Village
Date : Dec. 4th (Today)
Time: 8 a.m.—1 p.m.



Weekly Homily December 4, 2022

Locusts And Wild Honey

< The Second Sunday of Advent >

By Fr. Joseph Veneroso, M.M.

Today’s gospel focuses on the fearsome firebrand John the Baptist. The son of Zechariah, a
priest, John could have followed in his father’s footsteps except the blazing fire of God’s righteous-
ness burned within his breast. He saw the Temple as compromised and Jerusalem as corrupt. He had
no time for King Herod, a Roman puppet with shaky claims to the throne. So John set up shop in the
wilderness. This reminded the Jews of their exodus from Egypt when they dwelt in the desert and re-
lied on God to protect and feed them. John’s clothing was camel skin, his food locusts and wild hon-
ey. His message was clear: if we stand with God, we do not need Jerusalem or the Temple. God will
provide.

This story always reminds me of when I was teaching catechism in Korea, preparing adults for
baptism. When one young man heard about the locusts and wild honey, he couldn’t help but blurt out,
“That’s disgusting.” But before I could agree with him, he clarified, “I hate honey.” One person’s del-

icacy is another one’s nastiness. (And for the record, I think ™| 57| are delicious! Everything tastes
better with sesame oil and salt.) The point of John the Baptist’s diet was his total reliance on God.
And thus he was free to denounce the lifestyles of the Sadducees and Pharisees, who used religion to
get rich while neglecting the spiritual needs of the people. What about us? Do we silence the gospel in
order to get power or money? Or are we willing to risk what we have in order to bring the justice,
love, mercy and forgiveness of God into our wayward world?

Lirnver sor Froser
¢ For the Church and Pope Francis, its leaders and all its people: that those who seek help may find wis-

dom, understanding, counsel and strength, let us pray to the Lord. © Lord, hear our prayer.

¢ For those who live in places of discord and oppression, especially those who are persecuted for their
faith: that the peacemakers help pave the way towards understanding and the light, let us pray to the

Lord. ©

¢ For bold prophets and humble listeners, for those who live the Gospel of Jesus: that our hearts be

open to the way of the Lord, especially in this Advent season, let us pray to the Lord. ©

¢ For the caretakers and guardians of the elderly and the very young: that the Holy Spirit gives them a
renewal of strength, compassion and forbearance needed to care for their charges. We us pray to the

Lord. ©
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Entrance Antiphon
O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to
save the nations, and the Lord will make the glory
of his voice heard in the joy of your heart.

First Reading
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
Isaiah 11:1-10 (4A)

Second Reading

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul
to the Romans
Romans 15:4-9

Communion Antiphon

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17

© Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace forever

O O God, with your judgment endow the king, and with your justice, the king’s son; He shall govern
your people with justice and your afflicted ones with judgment. ©

O Justice shall flower in his days, and profound peace, till the moon be no more. May he rule from
sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. ©

O For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, and the afflicted when he has no one to help him.
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; the lives of the poor he shall save. ©

O May his name be blessed forever; as long as the sun his name shall remain. In him shall all the
tribes of the earth be blessed; all the nations shall proclaim his happiness. ©



