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How Will Yoa Arswer Goad’s Gall?

By Fr. Joseph Veneroso, M.M.
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The theme of the readings for today’s Mass is how people receive and respond to God’s call. The
first reading, from the First Book of Samuel, describes how young Samuel was actually asleep in the
Temple when he hears God calling him, but he mistakes it for the voice of Eli the prophet. Only after
three callings do they both realize God is calling Samuel, who then responds, “Speak, Lord, for your
servant is listening.”

This theme 1s picked up by the responsorial psalm. But the gospel is even more dramatic. John the
Baptist tells his disciples that Jesus is the Lamb of God —and John’s disciples leave him to follow Je-
sus! The Lord asks what they are looking for and they say they want to know where he was staying, to
which he replies, “Come and see.” Andrew was the first to follow Jesus, but he then went and called
his brother Simon to follow Jesus as well. And Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter.

The lesson for us? God may call us while we’re in church praying —or even sleeping. He might
even call us through another person. Like Samuel, we must report for duty and say, “Here I am, Lord,
I come to do your will.” And like Simon, we must be open to others inviting us to a deeper relation-
ship with Jesus. When we are baptized we get a new name, just like Simon got a new name, Peter.
This symbolizes when we follow Jesus we are now new people in Christ and receive a new identity.
Can you hear God calling you? How will you respond?
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Repent and believe the good news! Come, follow me!
Andrew, first to respond, brought along his brother
Simon whom Jesus nicknamed Cephas, which means
Peter, which means rock. Then came the fisher broth-
ers, James and John. These four are the great witness-
es to Jesus’ public work. We hear the same call:
“Come, follow me” into new life. God raises us up,
too, if we follow Jesus. Time is short. The world we
know is passing away.

Special Collection for January
Jan. 21st (Sun) Churches in Need

Infant Baptism Parent Education
Date : Jan. 27th (Sat) 8 p.m.
Location : Fr. Jung Education Center

Collection of Palms

Please donate all old palms for Ash Wednesday.
There will be a box in the church office until Sunday,
Feb. 11.

Giving Tree

Giving Tree is downstairs in the church basement until
the end of January. Please help our fellow church mem-
bers by providing the requested gift. There will be a
box to put all donations in.

Pre Gana

2018 Marriage Pre Cana

Date: Sat., Jan. 27th, 2018

Time : 1 p.m.

Place: St. Thomas Education Center
Cost : $30

Application due : Jan. 21st. (Sun)
Application is available at church office.

Legion of Mary

Salve Regina Legio Group

With Mother Mary’s open arms, we welcome everyone.
We are English-speaking group, serving Mother Mary’s
Mission through prayer and active work.

Time : 1:30 p.m.

Place : Fr. Jung Education Center

Contact : Katherine Mun (646) 462-5324

Sunday School Winter Break
Sunday School will be resume on Sunday, Feb. 11th.
There is 12:30 p.m. mass during the winter break.

Sunday School Elementary TA Recruitment

Sunday School Elementary School TA is recruiting.
Contact : Sister Franca Han (718) 321-7676

Cherubim & Youth Orchestra Conductor Wanted
We are looking for a volunteer who majored in Music
and wants to serve as conductor for 12:30 p.m. mass
and other events.

Further info. : Fr. Hee Bong Bernard Nam

Phone : (718) 321-7676

Last day of Korean School for Fall Semester
Date : Jan. 20th (Sat)

Korean School Spring Registration

First day of school : Feb. 10th (Sat)

Age : 3.5 - 12th grade

Registration period : Jan. 13 (Sat) - Feb. 10 (Sat)

If you are already enrolled, let teacher know.
Registration place : Church office and education center
Cost : $250 per student. (If 3 children register, one
child fee will be waived.)

Contact : (718) 321-7676 / (718) 321-0095
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“Bad times, hard times-
this is what people keep saying;
but let us live well, and times shall be good.
We are the times:
such as we are, such are the times.”
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